
Pickleball Scoring & Serving Cheat Sheet

(Keep this in your bag!)

🏆 The 3 Golden Rules of Scoring

Only the SERVING team can score points.

The receiving team wins the serve (a "side-out") if they win the rally. They do not get a point.

Games are played to 11 points. You must win by 2.

📞 How to Call the Score: The 3 Numbers

The score is always called as [YOUR SCORE] - [THEIR SCORE] - [SERVER #].

[YOUR SCORE]: The serving team's score.

[THEIR SCORE]: The receiving team's score.

[SERVER #]: Is it the 1st or 2nd server on your team's turn? (Will be a 1 or a 2).

Example: You are serving. The score is 5 to 3, and you are the first server for your team.

You call out: "5 - 3 - 1"

🎯 The Serving Sequence (Doubles)

This is the part that confuses new players, but it's simple when you see it.

1. The Player on the Right = Server 1

* The player on the right side (even court) always serves first for their team. They are Server 1.

* They serve until they lose a rally.

* Remember: When you score a point, you switch sides with your partner and serve again.

1. 

2. 

3. 

• 

• 

• 
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2. The Player on the Left = Server 2

* When Server 1 loses the rally, the serve goes to their partner. They are Server 2.

* Server 2 serves (from whatever side they are on) until they lose the rally.

3. Side-Out!

* When Server 2 loses the rally, it is a Side-Out.

* The serve now goes to the other team, and their player on the right side becomes Server 1.

🚨 The One Special Rule: Starting the Game

The game always begins with the score 0 - 0 - 2.

Why? The first team to serve only gets one server for their first turn. This is to remove the

advantage of serving first.

So, the player on the right starts as Server 2. If they lose the rally, it's an immediate Side-Out.

After this first turn, the game continues normally, with both players on each team getting a

chance to serve.

🧠 Quick Tips & Reminders

Which side to serve from?

If your team's score is EVEN (0, 2, 4...) $\rightarrow$ Serve from the Right Side.

If your team's score is ODD (1, 3, 5...) $\rightarrow$ Serve from the Left Side.

Don't know your Server Number (1 or 2)?

If the serve just came to your team, the player on the right is Server 1.

If your partner (Server 1) just lost the rally, you are Server 2.

Forgot the score?

In friendly play, just agree on the most likely score and keep going!

The Double Bounce Rule:

The serve must bounce once.

The return must also bounce once.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

◦ 

◦ 
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• 

◦ 
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After that, you can volley (hit it in the air).

The "Kitchen" (Non-Volley Zone):

You cannot volley the ball while standing in the 7-foot zone on either side of the net. Your

feet must be fully behind the line.

◦ 

• 

◦ 
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